
Summer Research Project: SETTING THE STAGE 
 
 

PART 1: Capitalism vs. Communism 

A) Use the internet to complete the following activities 

1. Define and identify the importance of the following: A) Capitalism; B) Laissez-faire; C) Capital;                                    

D) Communism; E) Karl Marx F) Bourgeoisie; G) Proletariat; H) Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 

2. Under Capitalism who gets to decide how profits are distributed? 

3. Under the theory of communism, who gets to decide how profits are distributed?    

4. Explain why Marx believed that the development of communism in the industrialized nations of Western 
Europe and the United States were inevitable.  

 

B) Go to the attached link: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/history/history-survey/us-history/v/when-
capitalism-is-great-and-not-so-great and view the presentation. As you watch, create a graphic organizer that 
illustrates the strengths and weaknesses of Capitalism. In addition, explain what is meant by “nuance”. 
 

C) Go to the attached link: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/history-survey/us-history-
survey/v/20th-century-capitalism-and-regulation-in-the-united-states and view the presentation. As you watch, 
take notes. In addition, explain what is meant by “The Gilded Age”. Describe what was like to be a worker 
during the Gilded Age.  
 

D) Go to the attached link: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/postwar-
era/v/communism and view the presentation. As you watch, create a graphic organizer that illustrates the 
strengths and weaknesses of the theory of Communism. Also, be sure to write down the questions you have 
on what you did not understand or that you wish to know more about.  
(Note: This video is just an introductory overview on this topic) 

 
 
PART 2: World War I and the Rise of Fascism  

Using the internet, research World War I; the Paris Peace Conference of 1919; and the rise of Fascism in 
Europe during the interwar period: 1918 – 1939.  Answer the following questions 
 

1. Using the acronym M.A.I.N. List and briefly explain the four long-term causes of WWI?  

2. Briefly explain why WWI was such a deadly and destructive war? 

3. Why were Germans so angry by the Treaty of Versailles? 

4. What is Fascism? List three other nations (besides Nazi Germany) that had become Fascist by 1939? 

5. Briefly describe how and why Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party came to power in Germany in 1933? 

 
 
PART 3: The Russian Revolution and the Stalinism 

Using the internet, research and take notes on the Russian Revolution from and the early history of the Soviet 
Union (1905 – 1941). Be sure to include the following: 
 

A) The Revolution of 1905; B) Bolsheviks; C) Vladimir Lenin; D) The February Revolution (1917) and the 

Kerensky Gov’t; E) The October Revolution (1917) and Lenin’s Gov’t; F) The Russian Civil War; G) Leon 

Trotsky; H) The USSR; I) Joseph Stalin and his rise to power; J) The Five-Year Plans; K) Command Economy; 

L) Collectivization; M) The Famine in Ukraine; N) Stalinism. 
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